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states and the Holy Roman Empire. Moreover, Jose Eloy Horta! and Felix Labrador
touch upon a great deal of infom1ation that is interesting from a comparative point of
view. For that reason, it is actually regrettable that the work is only being published
in Spanish, which, while an important language, is not one familiar to all of the
researchers who would benefit from this book, thus hindering the dissemination of
their ideas that the contributors to this volume deserve. Martinez Millan's circle has
published an incredible amount of material on the court of the Spanish Habsburgs,
and more recently on the Bourbons as well, but almost without exception all of these
publications have been in the tongue of Cervantes. So while the research taking place
is both rich and diverse, it is slow in filtering through to the international community
of historians and other social scientists. Unfortunately, this publication suffers from
the same problem.
However, while small critiques can be made here and there of some of the
contributions, there are no truly fundamental issues. All that awaits is for a historian
to critically analyse one of Martinez Millan's central tenets, namely that under the
pope's approving eye, the Monarquia Hispana evolved into a Monarquia Cat6/ica by
the end of the xvrth century, and thus became much more accommodating to Rome
than previously - a proposition that does arise in Esther Jimenez's contribution,
among others. It is also important to note that while nearly all of the authors kept
one of the three main conference themes in mind when writing, which has led to a
large degree of coherence in this volume, some contributions could allow for greater
synthesis. It is much to be regretted that no general conclusions were fommlated
at the end, although the editors' introduction attempts to fill this lacuna. A name
index and a bibliography of the works cited in the footnotes would also have made
the volume more user friendly, and an organigram of the House of Burgundy would
have ensured that the reader had visual aid to help them navigate the institution's
complexities. But setting aside these issues, this book does exactly what it sets forth
to do in its introduction, which is to provide an assessment of the role played by the
Casa de Borgofia at the court of Spain's Early Modem rulers and thus improve our
knowledge of the Spanish monarchy in its entirety. And that is absolutely worth any
such minor inconveniences.- Rene VERMEIR (Ghent University).

